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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

WORK OF A RESIDENT NURSE IN A COLLEGE 

Dear Editor: In the June Journal I saw an article on the work of a resident 
nurse in a college. I have recently accepted a position as resident nurse in a col- 
lege for boys, four hundred and fifty in number, ranging from twelve to forty 
years in age. 

The hospital department is on the second floor of the administration building. 
There are twelve beds in all, two baths, office, diet kitchen, dining room, sitting 
room for convalescents, two rooms for the nurse, housekeeper's room and dentist's 
office. There is no resident physician but one is called when needed. 

The physician thinks that the nurse should have office hours. As no rules 
or regulations have been established in the past by the faculty, it is left to the 
nurse to do so. As this is my first experience in this line of nursing I should be 
very grateful if nurses who have had experience in such work would advise me 
through the American Journal of Nursing as to the incumbent duties, author- 
ity and responsibility. 
Michigan. A. P. 

A CRITICISM OF NURSING STANDARDS IN ARIZONA 

Dear Editor: I often look through the Journal for a word from Arizona, 
but in vain. It makes me wonder how many nurses here are missing the Journal 
without which I would be lost and for which I have always felt a need in order to 
do my best work. 

Since coming to Arizona I have felt great disappointment in the nursing 
standards which I find. I have been told that there are many nurses who are a 
discredit to the profession and I am surprised that the graduate and registered 
nurses submit to being classed with such. The doctors seem to have a poor im- 
pression of us and I have been told that they prefer to have a practical nurse 
whom they can instruct rather than some who claim to be graduate nurses. 

I am only a stranger but I cannot stand aloof and see our profession degraded. 
I hope these few lines may bring the graduate nurses who have worked in this 
part of the West to unite and defend their rights and demand recognition from 
doctors and people. 
Arizona. A Nurse. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY NURSING SERVICE 

Dear Editor: The Journal has always been so generous to Red Cross items, 
we again ask your aid in calling attention to our "Rural Service, which provides 
visiting nurses of high standing and ability for scattered dwellers in regions not 
reached by city organizations of nursing." 

The demand for these nurses so far exceeds our present supply, circulars have 
been printed on the Town and Country Nursing Service, for distribution to train- 

150 



Letters to the Editor 151 

ing schools, superintendents and alumnae associations, with the hope of organizing 
meetings for nurses with a New York State representative empowered to promote 
interest in this branch of Red Cross service. Members of committees in towns 
and cities other than New York City are asked to cooperate with this state repre- 
sentative in giving talks to senior classes and alumnae members, for the purpose 
of interesting possible applicants for enrollment in this delightful field of useful- 
ness, which provides unlimited opportunity for nurses understanding and enjoy- 
ing country life and people, and the development of social work and public health 
service in addition to the general nursing. 

Such opportunity must appeal to the many looking for broader fields of activity, 
as well as the undergraduate whose choice has yet to be made. 

Further information should be sought from Washington, D.C., through Fanny 
F. Clement, Superintendent Red Cross Rural Nursing Service, or Florence D. 
Fuller, Educational Representative, New York State Committee, 130 East 22d 
Street, New York City. 

Florence D. Fuller, R.N. 

LETTERS FROM NAVY NURSES 



Dear Editor: The sound of singing reaches me. The tune is well carried, 
but few would recognize the words, "0, say can you see by the dawn's early light." 
Miss C. is drilling, with patience and energy, the eighty-four children who are her 
ward charges. This is a tribute to the wonderful recuperative powers of our com- 
rade. She is on duty once more and appears to have recovered entirely, but the med- 
ical officers take no risk and she will return to the states on the next transport. 

The two relief nurses arrived so I took the fall trip to Japan. The S.S. Supply, 
the station ship, makes a cruise to China and Japan every fall and spring in order 
that the colony may have a necessary change of environment to break the monot- 
ony of the restricted island life. Far be it from me to disparage the old Supply 
but my mind reverts to a childhood's rhyme "Went to sea in a peanut shell." The 
Supply is not lightly built, but no peanut shell could rival her gyrations. How- 
ever, we started during a mild typhoon which is the excuse for a record of 45° 
to her discredit. The majority of us would not have cared if she had rolled over. 
Every movable bit of gear that could be tied was made fast but dishes crashed, 
children cried and pandemonium reigned. In the ward-room the chairs were 
tied together and food which lacked solidity was abandoned. After three days 
we experienced ordinary weather and forgot our former distress in the enjoyment 
of the cool air on deck. On account of the disturbed national conditions we were 
not allowed to anchor in Shanghai harbor so made port at Woosung, which is only 
a half-hour, by rail, from Shanghai. Returning from a day's sightseeing we found 
the Supply was ordered to Chefoo "to protect American interests," and only 
those attached to the ship were allowed on board. Chefoo was captured the 
day before we arrived but everything was very quiet, so my chance for having 
"active service abroad" did not materialize. Upon our return to Shanghai we 
accomplished the rapid sight-seeing peculiar to Americans and we followed the 
same course at Nagasaki. Our stop over was not long enough to enable us to ab- 
sorb much information. Of course we shopped, what woman could resist? And 
yet I sigh when I look at my accumulation of junk and foresee much controversy 
with the customs officers. 



